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Midmonth  Report  to  the  Western  Electrical  Industry 


I 


’’Business  will  make  a  significant  recovery  tefore  1958  is 
over.”  This  is  the  latest  statement  from  McGraw-Hill’s 
Department  of  Economics,  which  cites  the  steadiness  of 
disposal  personal  income  (holding  near  its  all-time 
high) ,  a  sharply  rising  trend  of  government  outlays  for 
defense,  low-cost  housing  and  public  works  and  the  fact 
that  the  index  on  orders  for  machinery  has  gone  up  the 
third  successive  month.  Likewise,  there  has  been  a  sig¬ 
nificant  improvment  in  the  inventory  situation  which, 
coupled  with  the  preceding  factors,  probably  will  require 
the  start-up  of  additional  productive  facilities  before 
the  year’s  end.  These  factors  probably  will  more  than 
offset  the  slippage  in  capital  outlays  by  business  and 
industry,  which  has  dropped  to  approximately  a  f31  bil¬ 
lion  annual  rate. 

Top  executives  of  Western  electrical  utility  systems  made 
news  last  month. 

J.  E.  Corette,  president  of  Montana  Power  Co.  and 
representative  of  the  United  States  on  the  Electric  Power 
Committee  of  Europe,  told  that  group  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  that  U.S.  utility  leaders  are  optimistic  about  the 
economic  future  of  the  country.  He  predicted  that  power 
systems  would  have  to  triple  the  present  electrical  out¬ 
put  to  meet  the  demands  of  1970  and  he  cited  the  rapid 
growth  in  both  residential  and  industrial  use  of  kilo¬ 
watt-hours  as  a  long-term  future  trend. 

James  F.  Davenport.  Southern  California  Edison  Co.’s 
executive  vice-president,  told  the  National  Federation  of 
Financial  Analyst  Societies  that,  although  the  current 
recession  has  slowed  the  upward  thrust  of  the  economy  on 
the  West  Coast,  its  impact  has  not  been  generally  severe 
as  far  as  the  Pacific  Coast  power  companies  are  con¬ 
cerned.  In  noting  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  con¬ 
struction  backlog  of  the  nation  is  centered  on  the  West 
Coast,  Davenport  stated,  "It  is  very  unlikely  that  we 
shall  see  any  further  reduction  in  this  field  unless  and 
vuatil  economic  conditions  take  a  decided  turn  for  the 


Thomas  W.  Delzell,  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Portland  General  Electric  Co.,  told  the  New  York  Society 
of  Security  Analysts  that  the  Pacific  Northwest  can  look 
forward  tp  adequate  supplies  of  electrical  energy  through 
1964.  In  his  talk,  Delzell  stressed  the  importance  of 
industrial  diversification,  which  is  being  accomplished 
in  both  the  Northwest  as  a  whole  and  particularly  in  the 
State  of  Oregon.  Oregon,  the  leading  timber  state,  now 
has  a  diversified  manufacturing  industry  that  is  pacing 
lumber  and  wood  products  in  importance. 

Frank  McLaughlin,  president  of  Puget  Sound  Power  & 
Light  Co.,  told  the  company  shareholders  at  its  annual 
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meeting  in  Boston  that  1958  could  he  a  year  of  improved 
earnings  for  the  company.  This  happy  situation  comes 
about  by  reason  of  cost  reduction  programs  which  the  com¬ 
pany  has  instituted  plus  an  improvement  in  housing  starts 
in  its  service  area  and  the  widespread  acceptance  of  all¬ 
electric  living  in  the  Northwest.  Incidentally,  he  re¬ 
ported  that  Puget’s  construction  expenditures  for  1958 
and  '59  are  estimated  at  about  ^50,000,000. 


Allowances 
for  gas 


The  extent  of  gas  competition  in  the  initial  services  to  new 
homes  was  spelled  out  before  the  Public  Utilities  Commis¬ 
sion  last  month  by  representatives  of  Southern  California 
and  Southern  Counties  Gas  Companies.  They  propose  to 
make  free  allowance  of  piping  based  on  the  nvunber  of  gas 
appliances  in  the  particular  home.  The  more  gas  appli¬ 
ances  are  used,  the  more  liberal  the  allowance.  Exam¬ 
ples:  a  three-use  customer  (cooking,  water  heating  and 
house  heating)  will  be  allowed  200  ft  of  free  piping  from 
the  main  and  95  ft  of  service  piping.  On  the  other  hand, 
two-use  customers  (water  heating  and  house  heating)  will 
get  130  ft  of  main  and  30  ft  of  service  piping.  There 
will  be  no  differentiation  made  between  the  extension  of 
piping  to  an  individual  home  and  a  tract. 


California  Electric  Power  Co.  has  been  awarded  the  National 
Safety  Council’s  Award  of  Merit  for  an  outstanding  indus¬ 
trial  safety  record  during  1957.  Company  employees  re¬ 
duced  the  number  of  lost-time  industrial  accidents  by  29% 
during  that  year  despite  a  continued  expansion  and  heavy 
construction  schedule. 


Fish  get 
free  ride 


Columbia  River  salmon,  probably  the  most  pampered  fish  in 
the  world,  are  now  scheduled  to  get  an  18-mile  barge  ride 
under  a  novel  proposal  made  by  the  Grant  County  PUD.  The 
free  ride  will  start  at  the  top  of  the  fish  ladder  at 
Priest  Rapids  Dam  where  fish  will  be  collected  in  water- 
filled  barges.  As  soon  as  one  barge  is  filled,  it  will 
be  towed  upstream  to  Wanapum,  lifted  over  the  dam  there 
and  continue  to  be  towed  upstream  to  a  point  where  there 
is  enough  current  to  release  the  fish.  Barge  transporta¬ 
tion  is  suitable  for  this  stretch  of  the  river  because 
there  are  no  tributaries  between  the  two  dams.  The  ride 
is  also  said  to  give  the  fish  a  rest  period  and  allow 
them  to  arrive  at  their  spawning  grounds  in  better  shape. 


Rainmakers  will  operate  over  the  Skagit  watershed  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  contract  signed  by  Seattle  City  Light  with 
the  Water  Resources  PeveloDment  Corp.  A  light  snowfall 
in  that  particular  watershed  confronts  the  utility  with 
need  to  purchase  power  from  outside  sources.  It  is  hoped 
that,  through  the  rainmaking  operations,  a  full  inch  of 
rainfall  can  be  added  to  the  normal  five  inches  that 
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occur  during  May  and  June.  City  Light  was  also  author¬ 
ized  to  pay  $5,000  to  the  Province  of  British  Columhia 
for  permission  to  flood  600  acres  of  Canadian  land  from 
now  until  March  1,  1969.  By  raising  the  elevation  of 
Ross  Lake  18  ft  the  city  could  store  an  additional  200,- 
000  acre-ft  of  water  from  the  summer  runoff.  The  ques¬ 
tion  of  permanent  flooding  of  Canadian  land  has  not  yet 
Been  settled. 


A  new  research  group  to  he  known  as  the  Rocky  Mountain- 
Pacific  Nuclear  Research  Group  will  spend  over  a  half  a 
million  dollars  during  the  next  two  years  to  study  prac¬ 
tical  methods  of  achieving  nuclear  fission  power.  Eight 
investor-owned  utility  companies  have  Joined  with  the 
General  Atomic  Division  of  General  Dynamics  Corp.  to  de¬ 
velop  fission  reactors  capable  of  producing  high  tempera¬ 
tures  and  pressures  required  for  modern  power  plant  op¬ 
eration.  A  major  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  gas- 
cooled  reactor.  Associated  with  the  group  are  Arizona 
Public  Service  Co.,  California  Electric  Power  Co.,  Pacif¬ 
ic  Power  &  Light  Co.,  General  Electric  Co.,  Public  Ser¬ 
vice  Co.  of  Colorado,  Public  Service  Co.  of  Rew  Mexico, 
Utah  Power  &  Light  Co.  and  Washington  Water  Power  Co. 


A  new  record  for  high-head,  reaction-type  turbines  will  be 
established  when  Southern  California  Edison’s  Mammoth 
Pool  -project  goes  on  the  line.  S.  Morgan  Smith  Co.  of 
York,  Pa. ,  has  received  a  contract  for  two  Francis-type 
hydraulic  turbine  units  which  will  operate  at  a  maximum 
operating  head  of  1,009  ft.  Each  unit  is  rated  at  88,000 
hp  at  a  speed  of  360  rpm  under  an  average  net  head  of  950 
ft.  They  will  be  of  the  vertical-shaft  type  and  were 
selected  over  impulse  types  after  Edison  and  Bechtel  en¬ 
gineers  had  analyzed  all  factors  relating  to  sizing  and 
cost  of  the  power  house  and  auxiliaries,  efficiencies  and 
maintenance. 


Four  electrical  manufacturing  companies  got  new  presidents 
last  month.  William  C.  Wichman  became  general  manager 
of  the  Hotpoint  Co.,  a  division  of  General  Electric. 
Before  his  appointment  as  chief  executive  officer  of 
Hotpoint,  he  was  general  manager  of  General  Elctric 
Supply  Co.  in  Bridgeport.  Wichman  succeeds  John  C. 

Sharp,  president  and  general  manager  of  Hotpoint  since 
1952,  who  announced  his  retirement  earlier  last  month. 

Robert  J.  Sloan  has  been  elected  president  of  Crouse- 
Hinds  Co.  of  Syracuse,  N.Y.  He  succeeds  J.  R.  Tuttle. 
who  continues  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Elisha  Gray  II  became  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Whirlpool  Corp.,  vacating  the  post  of  president  which  was 
filled  by  Robert  E.  Brooker,  former  vice-president  of 
Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.  Mr.  Brooker  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Southern  California  and  his  early  business 
experience  began  with  the  Southern  California  Edison  Co. 

Jose-ph  G.  Slater  has  been  elected  president  of  Tri¬ 
angle  Conduit  &  Cable  Co.  Inc.  of  New  Brunswick,  N.J. 

John  E.  McAuliffe,  who  was  moved  to  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors,  will  continue  as  the  company's  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  and  Carl  S .  Menger  becomes  executive  vice- 
president  but  will  continue  to  head  Triangle  sales. 


California-Pacific  Utilities  Co.  got  its  Hoover  Dam  power 
back  by  Supreme  Court  decision  on  May  1.  It  has  waived 
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the  damages  awarded  it  in  the  interests  of  future  coop¬ 
eration  in  getting  its  share  of  the  power  output  princi¬ 
pally  for  the  city  of  Needles. 


G-E’s  Chairman  Ralph  Cordiner  at  the  annual  EEI  meeting 
called  upon  the  whole  electrical  industry  for  a  sharp 
stepup  in  sales  activity  to  meet  the  growing  aggressive 
gas  competition;  suggested  that  electric  utilities  might 
well  consider  raising  promotional  expenditures  from  the 
present  1.6%  of  gross  to  the  prewar  2.5  to  3%. 


*  *  *  * 

Bargaining  rights  for  the  Fresno  area  were  contested — and 
successfully — by  the  Valley  Electrical  Contractors  Assn. , 
an  independent  group  which  claims  more  members  than  the 
NECA  chapter.  Whether  they  will  become  the  sole  bargain¬ 
ing  agent  is  not  sure,  but  they  will  be  in  on  the  bar¬ 
gaining,  they  declare. 


Electrical  distributors  from  all  over  the  U.S.  poured  into 
the  City  by  the  Golden  Gate,  San  Francisco,  to  hold  their 
National  Association  of  Electrical  Distributors  conven¬ 
tion  and  celebrate  the  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  Founded  50  years  ago,  in  the  West  simultaneously 
with  the  East,  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  more  restrictive 
’’jobbers”  club,  the  NAED,  more  than  1,000  members  strong, 
has  become  both  more  democratic  and  higher  class  with  the 
years.  Attendance  topped  3,000 — a  new  record  for  the 
distance  traveled.  Still  plagued  by  the  two-headed 
monster  of  price  cutting  and  operating  cost  rise,  the 
distributors  heard  inspiring  messages,  cheerful  predic-' 
tions  and  operating  cost  cutting  techniques. 


Texan  J.  P.  Hamblen  of  Houston  was  the  selection  of  NAED 
for  its  new  president.  He  has  been  the  Southern  Region 
vice-president  and  long  a  strong  force  in  the  distributor 
association.  He  addressed  the  San  Francisco  Electric 
Club  and  opening  day  of  the  convention,  June  9,  explain¬ 
ing  the  NAED  tenets  in  homespun  Texas  talk. 


Everett  Cogan  was  made  permanent,  instead  of  merely  tempor¬ 
ary,  secretary-treasurer  of  International  Association  of 
Electrical  Inspectors. 


Not  only  its  Housepower  program  but  the  industry’s  Live 
Better  Electrically  program  and  the  Medallion  Home  pro¬ 
gram  is  to  be  taken  over  by  the  Edison  Electric  Insti¬ 
tute.  Says  George  W.  Ousler,  chairman  of  the  special 
task  committee  of  EEI,  ”EEI  is  not  planning  to  take  over 
the  particular  Live  Better  Electrically  program  of  the 
General  Electric  Co.  Our  plan  contemplates  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  basic,  or  core,  sales  promotion  program  to  sell 
electricity — or  the  all-electric  way  of  living — and  sell 
it  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  method  of  living.  The 
manufacturers  will  integrate  their  national  advertising 
with  the  basic,  or  core,  program.” 


The  next  Electrical  Industry  Show  of  the  Electrical  Main¬ 
tenance  Engineers  Assn,  of  Southern  California  in  1960 
may  be  held  both  in  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  if 
present  plans  of  Robert  Markham,  EMEA  president,  and 
Charles  Hayes  of  Electrical  Estimators,  past  president, 
mature.  The  idea  would  be  to  hold  the  two  shows  a  week 
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apart  bo  that  the  manufacturers’  exhibits  could  be  moved 
and  utilized  in  both  cities. 


Plan  ahead  for  the  AIEE  Pacific  general  meeting,  to  be 

held  in  Sacramento,  Aug.  19-22.  Aside  from  a  really  top 
program  of  technical  subjects,  the  convention  plans 
(under  the  direction  of  Charles  Day,  Sacramento  MUD) 
include  inspection  trips,  social  affairs,  as  well  as  an 
outstanding  program  for  the  ladies.  The  convention  com¬ 
mittee  anticipates  a  good  percentage  of  the  registration 
will  be  from  engineers,  who  will  tie  in  the  convention 
with  a  vacation  trii>— and  that’s  a  swell  idea. 

The  55th  Annual  Fall  Convention  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Electrical  League  will  be  held  at  the  Jackson  Lake  Lodge, 
Moran,  Wyo.,  beginning  Sunday,  Sept.  14  through  Wednes¬ 
day,  Sept.  17.  Here’s  another  valuable  industry  meeting 
in  a  colorful  setting — plan  your  vacation  around  it! 

The  51st  annual  meeting  of  the  Northwest  Electric  Light 
8c  Power  Assn,  will  be  held  at  Sun  Valley  Lodge.  Idaho, 
on  Sept.  17-19.  Another  suggestion  for  your  vacation! 

*  *  *  * 


Sacramento  Municipal  Utility  District  has  received  a  low  bid 
of  $5,175,000  for  construction  of  a  four-mile  tunnel  to 
connect  with  Jaybird  power  house  on  SMUD’s  Upper  American 
River  project.  The  low  bid  was  offered  by  Frazier-Davis 
Construction  Co.  of  St.  Louis.  Recent  award  of  two 
88,000-hp  impulse  hydraulic  turbines  was  made  to  Allis- 
Chalmers  Mfg.  Co.  for  the  Jaybird  power  plant.  The 
$85,000,000  Upper  American  River  project  will  provide 
65,000  kw  of  power  to  the  district  by  1960,  increasing 
to  206,000  kw  when  the  program  is  complete. 


Initial  trials  of  the  31,500-kw  Upper  Campbell  Dam  unit  of 
the  B.  C.  Power  Commission  will  increase  the  power  com¬ 
mission’s  hydro  capacity  on  Vancouver  Island  to  more 
than  225,000  kw.  H.  L.  Briggs,  general  manager,  stated 
that  completion  of  the  Upper  Campbell  Dam  and  power  house 
will  give  the  commission  a  brief  respite  in  the  long 
battle  against  a  power  shortage  on  the  island.  However, 
drilling  crews  will  be  testing  foundations  this  summer 
for  two  dams  on  the  $200,000,000  Homathko  River  project. 
The  work  done  this  summer  will  enable  officials  to  make 
a  final  decision  on  the  site. 


Eighty  million  tons  of  available  coal  in  the  Roslyn-Cle  Elum 
area  has  encouraged  the  Washington  State  Department  of 
Conservation  to  give  the  green  light  to  the  engineering 
design  of  a  250,000-kw  coal-fired  power  plant  in  the 
area.  The  New  York  engineering  firm  of  Burns  &  Roe  will 
be  handling  the  design,  which  will  be  financed  by  a 
$275,000  appropriation  by  the  1957  legislature.  Mean¬ 
while,  Earl  Coe,  state  director  of  conservation,  plans  to 
proceed  with  an  option  with  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
Co.  to  mine  the  coal  for  a  50-year  period. 


As  another  indication  of  the  interest  of  Western  utilities 
in  coal  resources,  the  Sierra  Pacific  Power  Co.  has  filed 
an  application  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  for 
permit  to  prospect  for  coal  in  western  Nevada.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  prospect  in  the  area  east  of  Carson  City,  where 
coal  was  mined  in  the  early  days  of  the  Comstock  to  power 
mills  in  the  Virginia  City  area. 
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J.  F.  White  Engineering  Corp.  of  Englewood,  Colo.,  has  been 
awarded  a  $3,000,000  contract  for  the  design  and  instal¬ 
lation  of  a  16,500-kw  power  plant  for  the  Kennecott 


Copper  Corp.  at  Hurley,  N.  M.  Fred  Riehl,  retired  chief 
engineer  of  the  Public  Service  Co.  of  Colorado,  will  head 
up  the  project. 


Examinations  to  qualify  electricians  for  license  have  been 
held  in  the  city  of  Modesto  by  the  chief  building  in¬ 
spector  under  a  new  city  electrical  code  recently  adopt¬ 
ed.  A  board  of  electrical  examiners  composed  of  persons 
from  the  industry  requires  electricians  to  pass  a  test 
before  they  can  work  within  the  city  limits.  Only  39  of 
the  88  electricians  who  took  the  original  examination 
passed.  Similar  ordinances  had  been  declared  unconstitu¬ 
tional  under  the  California  Supreme  Court  decision  in  the 
Horwith  case  in  Fresno.  Only  a  state  contractor’s  li¬ 
cense  was  ruled  to  be  necessary. 


Challenging  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  in  the  enforcement  of 
six  sections  of  its  electrical  code,  R.  W.  Agnew  sought 
an  injunction.  The  court  held  that  the  Horwith  decision 
does  not  limit  the  right  of  local  agencies  to  protect 
property  and  life  through  enforcement  of  local  regula¬ 
tions  as  to  the  quality  and  character  of  the  job.  The 
right  to  enforce  ordinances  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
municipalities  through  the  power  of  inspection  and 
permits.  The  city  is  also  empowered  to  collect  license 
tax  for  revenue  purposes  under  the  state  constitution. 


Oregon’s  electrical  inspection  is  going  on  as  usual  despite 
the  Supreme  Court  decision  declaring  its  electrical  code 
unconstitutional  in  ’’delegating"  its  authority  to  the 
National  Electrical  Code.  Work  has  started  on  a  rewrit¬ 
ing  of  the  necessary  provisions  for  submittal  to  the  next 
legislature.  Meanwhile  inspection  is  being  carried  on  as 
a  means  of  protection  of  the  public. 


Electrical  Contractors  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Appli¬ 


ances  of  San  Diego  County  is  making  plans  for  regional 
meetings  during  July  and  August  in  the  outlying  areas  of 
the  county.  Coordinator  A1  McCutcheon  is  developing  the 
details.  President  Sam  Hall  is  doing  a  novel  thing.  He 
and  J.  Clark  Chamberlain,  secretary-manager,  have  been 
touring  the  county,  making  visits  to  all  members  outsidq 
of  San  Diego.  They  report  general  business  conditions 
on  the  healthy  side. 


The  wiring,  lighting,  kitchen  modernization  and  store  window 
lighting  exhibit  at  San  Mateo  County  Fair  will  be  a  joint 
affair  this  year.  The  joint  conference  committee  of  the 
Electrical  Industry  Fund  of  union  and  NECA  and  PC  and  E 
will  cooperate  in  a  Live  Better  Electrically  exhibit 
which  will  include  outdoor  lighting  of  a  patio  and  pool, 
home  and  garden  lighting,  a  store  window  lighting  display 
and  a  modern  kitchen  and  laundry  exhibit.  The  fair  will 
run  from  Aug.  1  to  9. 


Coffee-break  conferences  are  being  held  with  electrical  con¬ 
tractors  in  Phoenix  by  Arizona  Public  Service  Co.  These 
contractor  breakfasts  are  for  electrical  contractors  and 
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merchandisers  of  lighting  equipment  to  discuss  features 
of  sales  campaigns  and  to  get  everyone  moving  upon  them. 
The  Electrical  Joint  Industry  Board  is  also  in  the  pro¬ 
gram.  "Losing  Dollars  in  the  Dark"  is  featured  in  the 
advertising  campaign. 


Negotiations  on  wages  had  reached  no  decisions  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Boise  or  Twin  Falls  "between  IBEW  and  NECA.  Only 
the  necessity  of  changing  the  legality  features  of  the 
security  clauses  seemed  to  be  in  accord. 


How  to  sell  commercial  wiring  was  the  subject  of  a  meeting 
between  the  NECA  Intermountain  Chapter  in  Salt  Lake  City  • 


and  Utah  Power  &  Light  Co.  National  Wiring  Bureau’s  Cor- 
man  of  New  York  addressed  the  luncheon  meeting.  NECA  is 
developing  a  summarizing  and  estimate  workshop  program 
for  its  members  and  for  nonmembers  too.  The  first  was 
scheduled  for  Grand  Junction  June  12-13,  Salt  Lake  City 
and  Boise  the  following  week,  and  Pocatello  a  week  later. 

Like  a  firefly.  Bill  Shalda  of  Burbank  has  been  literally 
flying  all  over  the  country  giving  garden  lighting  lec¬ 
tures  and  demonstrations.  Carrying  portable  equipment  in 
show  trunks,  he  first  gives  an  illustrated  lecture  with 
beautiful  color  slides,  an  suiusing  talk  and  the  advice  to 
"try  it  yourself"  and  then  takes  his  audience  outdoors  to 
show  various  effects  that  can  be  produced  with  available 
equipment.  In  30  days  he  traveled  22,000  miles,  was  in 
New  York  four  times,  in  Wisconsin  and  in  the  West  at  San 
Diego,  San  Jose,  Oakland  and  Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles  now  requires  that  all  meter  sockets  be  approved 


by  a  recognized  laboratory  whether  of  the  single  or  gang 
or  multiple  meter  trough  variety.  Now  that  Underwriters’ 
Laboratories  lists  some  50  meter  sockets  by  four  differ¬ 
ent  manufacturers,  its  letter  to  the  trade  announces,  the 
provisions  of  its  electrical  code  will  be  enforced.  The 
city’s  own  electrical  testing  laboratory  also  tests  and 
lists  devices,  G.  A.  Wintz,  chief  of  the  electrical  divi¬ 
sion,  states. 

A  Honolulu  contractor,  George  S.  Okano,  was  called  to  task 
by  IBEW  Local  1186  for  alleged  violation  of  safety  prac¬ 
tices.  Citing  three  industrial  deaths  since  1953  and 
making  charges  of  other  unsafe  conditions,  the  IBEW 
brought  about  an  investigation  by  the  Territorial  Labor 
Department.  The  department  found  conditions  which  it  de¬ 
clared  were  unsafe  and  obtained  the  company  officials’ 
pledge  for  correction  of  the  violations. 


Better  Buy  Now,  an  action  program  to  spark  appliance  sales 
in  its  territory,  was  introduced  by  Pacific  Gas  and  Elec 
trie  Co.  at  a  breakfast  for  some  300  distributors  and 
dealers  on  June  6.  Sponsored  by  the  Northern  California 
Electrical  Bureau  and  the  Gas  Appliance  Society,  the  pro¬ 
gram  has  three  objectives:  (1)  to  accelerate  appliance 
buying;  (2)  to  implement  the  national  Buy  Now  movement; 

(3)  to  change  soft  to  hard  sell  and  increase  business 
volume.  In  "plain  talk"  PG  and  B  Vice-president  0.  R. 
Doerr  told  what  can  be  done  if  full  sales  power  is  added 
to  the  existing  market.  Prospects  with  money  to  spend 
are  available;  10  additional  calls  per  salesman  per  month 


Garden  light 


show-how 


Market 

Development 
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through  Deceaaber  could  bring  in  $30  million  more  busi¬ 
ness,  he  said.  PG  and  E  will  do  its  part  with  a  barrage 
of  advertising  and  promotion,  including  dealer  aids  (de¬ 
livered  to  the  store  on  request)  such  as  window  banners, 
bumper  strips,  handout  pieces,  tent  cards,  lapel  buttons. 


A  15-  or  20-year  tank  warranty  for  electric  water  heaters 
is  being  suggested  to  manufacturers  by  Sacramento  Munici- 
pal  Utility  District  as  one  way  to  help  meet  gas  competi¬ 
tion.  In  individual  letters  to  these  firms,  Carl  Richey, 
SMUD  assistant  general  manager,  said  it  seems  likely  that 
this  can  be  done  at  little  or  no  cost  since  many  heaters 
have  been  in  service  for  20  to  25  years  or  more.  Present 
warranty  is  10  years. 


Arizona’s  Supreme  Court  recently  held  the  Pair  Trade  Act 
constitutional  and  ordered  the  Maricopa  County  Superior 
Court  to  render  a  reversed  decision  in  an  injunction  suit 
by  G-E  against  a  Phoenix  discount  house. 


*  *  * 


* 


I  Manufacturers — 


Distributors 


Federal  Pacific  Electric  has  opened  a  panelboard  assembly 
plant  in  Seattle.  Housed  in  the  building  at  1415  Elliot 
Ave.  previously  used  as  a  Pacific  Northwest  sales  office 
and  warehouse,  the  plant  can  deliver  standard  lighting 
and  power  panelboards  on  a  24-  to  72-hour  shipment  basis, 
according  to  Leonard  P.  Shelley,  FPE’s  vice-president 
and  Western  regional  manager.  W.  W.  Mason  is  in  charge 
of  production  facilities;  G.  J.  Schiltz  is  district  man¬ 
ager  for  distributor  sales  and  C.  H.  Cutter  for  heavy 
apparatus  sales. 


Osmose  Wood  Preserving  Co.  has  brought  out  a  new  wood  treat¬ 
ing  compound  which  it  hopes  will  add  50%  to  the  life  of 
a  utility  pole.  Basic  material  of  the  compound  is  tri- 
butyl  tin  oxide. 


call  for  your  entry 
in  the  1958  Kwh 
Rodeo.  The  winner 
will  get  $500  worth 
of  stock  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electric 
I  Power  Co.,  the  West¬ 
ern  utility  chosen 
by  drawing  at  PCEA 
convent i on .  Here  *  s 
how  you  try  for  it — 
estimate  the  total 
!  ]^h  output  for  the 

11  Western  states  in 
1958,  giving  rea¬ 
sons.  Send  entry 
card  now;  June  30  is 
last  date.  (120,- 
631,866,000  was  FPC 
figure  for  1957) 


To  EliCTRIGU.  WEST'S  Kilowatt-hour  Contest  Editor 

68  Post  St.,  San  Francisco  4,  Calif. 

Here's  My  Forecast 

The  annual  kilowatt-hour  output  for  the  1 1  Western  states  for  the 

year  1958  will  be . . . . . .  kwh. 

Here's  why  (in  25  words  or  less) 


Nam* . 

Till*  or  job . 
Company .... 

Addr*** . 

Qty - 


Stat* . 


(Mail  to  Electrical  West  before  June  30,  1958) 


mil 

Here’s  the  final 
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